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Our Mission: 

To coordinate activities to 

mitigate, prepare for, 

respond to, and recover 

from disasters. 

The Ohio Emergency Management Agency 
staff continues to provide exceptional service 
to our partners and the public. Much of this 
work has been during a global pandemic, and 
while working virtually. The key to being an 
emergency manager, as many of you know, is 
being flexible. We have found over the past 
few years that we can provide service in-
person as well as in a virtual environment. I 
know working through the tough conditions as 
we have is not easy, and I wanted to thank my 
team for their efforts and dedication to 
serving our partners, and all Ohioans.  

It’s hard to believe we are already distributing 
the Fall 2022 issue of the All-Hazards Herald, 
this year seems to have flown by! With the 
changing times, we are seeing a change in new 
county directors. This past year has had quite 
a few position changes.  

I always enjoy meeting new director in person, 
and I’d like to take this opportunity to 
welcome each of you to your new positions 
and remind you that Ohio EMA is here as a 
resource for you.  

Please join me in welcoming: 

• Erica Rossiter – Noble County 
• Suzy Cottingim – Preble County 
• Dave Freeman – Wayne County 
• Mark Edgar – Hocking County 
• Sarah Potes – Richland County 
 
New Ohio EMA Team Members 
Ohio EMA has added a few new faces to the team 
this quarter, as well as a few team members 
moving to new positions. I may be a little biased, 
but knowing the dedication and effort out forth by 
this group, I can honestly say that our team is the 
best! 

Changes in the Executive Suite 
Many of you know Josh Sigmon from his work as 
the Regional Operations Branch Chief. Josh has 
done an exceptional job managing the regions for 
the past four years. 
 
Recently, Josh was selected to fill the newly 
created position of Project Manager and will 
report directly to me. I am thrilled to have Josh 
join us in this new capacity and know he will 
continue to do great work for Ohio EMA.  

Sima 

 

 

Ohio Emergency Management Agency Executive Director Sima S. Merick 
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WATCH OFFICE 
UPDATE 

Partners are reminded to 
share any impact information 
which meets the State 
Emergency Operations (SEOC) 
Critical Information 
Requirements (CIR), with the 
Watch Office. The SEOC CIRs 
can be found along with near-
real time awareness resources 
on Ohio Sentry. 

WELCOME!  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Please join us in welcoming 
the Watch Office’s newest 
team member. Public Safety 
Intelligence Analyst, Bailee 
Burgard, joined the team on 
August 1, 2022.  

Bailee previously worked with 
Global Security at JPMorgan 
Chase. She is a 2021 graduate 
of The Ohio State University, 
with a B.A. in International 
Studies and a specialization in 
Security and Intelligence. 
Bailee is excited to join the 
Watch Office team and 
expand her knowledge on 
state emergency operations.   

OHIO EMA FALL CONFERENCE  
 
Ohio EMA held its annual Fall Conference on Sept. 20-22, 2022. This year’s virtual conference was 
spread out over three days and was a great success. Our attendees enjoyed an exciting mix of 
presentations on various topics including: Election Security, the 2024 total solar eclipse, Emergency 
Management & the Older Adult/Aging network, as well as an update on happenings in FEMA Region V, 
by Administrator Tom Sivak. We appreciate the kind feedback from many of the attendees. 

 

         
EMA WATCH OFFICE 

The Watch Office continues 

to provide awareness to 

state, local, and federal 

partners across different 

community lifelines. The 

state emergency operations 

remain at “daily” operations. 

Here is an overview of 

support provided (reporting 

and coordination efforts) by 

FEMA’s Community 

Lifelines thus far in 2022:  

Overall Support by 

Lifeline: 

    

 

 

PROGRAM DELIVERY GUIDE (PDG) 
      

In August 2022, FEMA released the Program Delivery Guide 
(PDG) which describes how the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) implements the Public 
Assistance (PA) Program. Building on the principles in the 
Incident Management and Support Keystone (IMSK) and the 
Recovery Operations Support Manual (ROSM), this guide 
establishes the framework for applicant-driven, state-led, and 
federally supported delivery of PA.  

The PDG runs adjacent to FEMA’s Public Assistance Program 
and Policy Guide (PAPPG). While the PAPPG includes all 
policies affecting PA, the PDG describes how these policies are 
executed operationally, as well as the roles and offices that 
enact those policies. The PDG includes the following updates 
to existing PA operational guidance: 

 In-depth discussion of FEMA foundational elements, including 
introduction of seven guiding principles for the delivery of PA 

 High level performance targets and timeliness goals for each 
phase of program delivery, including targets for Level I, II, and 
III events, as available and appropriate 

 Integration of equity-based principles and mitigation 
opportunities for program delivery 

 Incorporation of Applicant-led delivery processes, included 
Direct Application and Streamlined Project Application 

 Increased emphasis on a risk-based approach 

 Enhanced integration of the full Recovery Life Cycle with 
current delivery methods. 

The PDG is being published as an operational draft, and 
feedback will be collected and incorporated over the course 
of its first year in publication. CLICK HERE to view the PDG. 
 
For questions, please contact Laura Adcock, Disaster Recovery 
Branch Chief.   

Public Safety Intelligence Analyst, 
Bailee Burgard 
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RECENT STATE EMERGENCY  
OPERATIONS CENTER ACTIVITIES 

 

   

Accepting Applications 
for the Ohio Security 
Grant 
 

The Ohio Security Grant program application 

period is now open.  The program awards 

grants competitively to eligible Ohio 

nonprofit organizations, houses of worship, 

chartered nonpublic schools, and licensed 

preschools for eligible security 

improvements that assist in preventing, 

preparing for, or responding to acts of 

terrorism.  

 

Eligible security improvements include 

contracted security (school resource officer, 

special duty police officer, or licensed armed 

security guards) and qualified equipment to 

improve site security (ex. cameras, lighting, 

access controls). 

 

For SFY2023, there is $5,979,973 in funding 

available for eligible projects.  Projects may 

be funded up to $100,000 and applications 

are due by 12:00 pm on November 4, 2022 

via the Ohio Security Grant email address.   

 

The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) 

and application materials are located via the 

Grants Branch webpage. 

 

 

 

The Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources deployed a six-person swift 

water rescue team on July 29th to 

assist New Mexico after heavy rains 

resulted in flash flooding. The flash 

flooding was exacerbated after the 

Hermits Peak and Calf Canyon fires 

created burn scars on the 

mountainsides.  

ODNR did an amazing 

job on their 14-day 

mission connecting with 

the local residents and 

distributing supplies, 

assisting with road 

closures, and assisting 

with rescues. Ohio was 

    

   

   

    

After a COVID-19 related pause, Ohio’s 
State Emergency Operations Center 
(State EOC) is again serving as a platform 
to increase Ohio’s readiness for incident 
response.  

 
• On August 24, the State EOC hosted 

the Perry Nuclear Power Plant dry 
run, its first in-person exercise since 
2019 (pictured). This served as an 
excellent opportunity to test the 
State EOC notification procedures, 
resource management, and audio-
visual capabilities.   

 
• These exercises are particularly 

valuable given that approximately 
25% of the players participating in 
the dry run had no prior EOC 
experience. The graded Perry 
Nuclear Power Plant exercise 
occured on September 27, 2022.  

 
• Facility tours have recently been 

given to the Ohio Department of 
Health (ODH), Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation & Corrections, US 
Department of Defense officials, 
Ohio Department of Youth Services 
and a gas utility company.  

 
The tours led by our Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) Manager 
included discussions from our 
communications staff Department 
of Public Safety IT staff and the 24/7 
Watch Office staff. 

 

 Several of these groups were 
visiting Ohio’s State EOC ahead of 
building their own EOC; discussions 
covered optimal floor layouts, EOC 
procedures, projection hardware, 
and IT configuration.  
 
The ODH tour provided an 
opportunity for new planners with 
ODH to become familiar with the 
ESF-8 Public Health desk where they 
would most likely work during 
activations.  
 
• During the month of 

September,  the State EOC 
provided coordination space for 
the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture and the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture as they responded 
to High Pathogen Avian 
Influenza (HPAI) in the state of 
Ohio. 

 
The State EOC conducted two 
conference calls and assisted 
coordination efforts with 
various local and state 
agencies, but did not activate in 
response to this incident.  
 

Click HERE to view additional 
information regarding HPAI on the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture’s 
wesite. 

State of Ohio Emergency Operations Center 
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2022 WASHINGTON DC INTEROPERABILITY WORKSHOP  

 

OSU PARTNERSHIP TO UPDATE THE FUTURE 
DELAWARE COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION 

PLAN 

 
Continuity of 
Operations 

COOP Drill 

 

On September 14, members 
of each Branch of the Ohio 
EMA conducted Continuity of 
Operations (COOP) drills.  

The first drill of the day was 
to test and familiarize EMA 
staff with an alternate egress 
route from the Ohio EMA 
building.  

The second drill of the day 
tested network capabilities at 
the primary Alternate Work 
Location with agency issued 
laptops and then without 
agency issued laptops.  

Conducting Continuity of 
Operations exercises to 
identify and address any 
potential operational gaps is 
important and essential to 
maintain operations.  

Among many things to 
consider when conducting 
Continuity of Operations 
exercises; consider 
identifying and testing 
multiple egress routes from 
your primary worksite and 
the network capabilities at 
your alternate work location.  

 

 

 

Technical Communications Branch Chief, 
Brian Castner, traveled to Washington 
D.C. as the Ohio Alerts and Warnings 
Coordinator, along with the Ohio 911 
Administrator and Ohio Statewide 
Interoperability Coordinator (SWIC), to 
participate in the National Association of 
State 911 Administrators, Interoperability 
Workshop. Representatives from Utah, 
Wyoming, North Carolina, Connecticut, 
New Hampshire and Maine were also in 
attendance and gave presentations on 
topics related to: 
 

• The importance of public safety 
interoperability governance 

• Public safety communications 
interoperability landscape 

• Future of public safety communications 
perspectives 

• State interoperability markers 
• Cybersecurity 
• Ideal state and barriers to success 
• Case Study: 911 legislation 

 
A full report is being generated by the 
facilitators to serve as a guidebook for 
advancing interoperable communications 
in our respective states. 

 

In the latest chapter of this partnership, a new 
cohort of master’s students have started 
working with the Delaware County Emergency 
Management Agency in an effort to update 
the Hazard Mitigation Plan for rapidly-growing 
Delaware County.  
 
Work is fast underway as they have already 
held two meetings which included 
representatives from Delaware County, Ohio 
EMA, FEMA, and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 
 

Over the last 9 years, the Mitigation Branch at 
the Ohio Emergency Management Agency has 
partnered with the City and Regional Planning 
Program in the Knowlton School at The Ohio 
State University to develop Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plans (LHMP’s) for counties 
throughout the State.  

Hazard Mitigation Plans are strategic 
documents used by communities to assess their 
vulnerabilities to natural and human-made 
hazards, and develop a framework of actions to 
mitigate risks to life and property.  

Through this partnership, past students have 
completed Local Hazard Mitigation Plans for 
Fayette (2014), Perry (2016), Guernsey (2018), 
and Richland (2020) Counties and have gained 
valuable in-the-field experience along the way.  

The students complete these plans as part of 
semester-long, labor-intensive studio courses in 
the planning program, which last about three 
months.  

Delaware County EMA/EOC 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE 
COMPACT (EMAC) DEPLOYMENTS:  
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI & NEW MEXICO 
WILDFIRES/FLOODING 
Jackson, MS Flooding 
On September 12, 2022, the Greater 
Cincinnati Water Works deployed a 
team of mechanics and general 
maintenance workers to help in the 
recovery efforts in Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

Record amounts of rainfall resulted in 
significant flooding which partially 
shut down the City of Jackson’s water 
treatment plant, leaving over 150,000 
people without safe drinking water. 

The team includes five members with 
nearly 50 -years of combined water 
treatment plant maintenance 
experience. The team has since safely 
returned to Ohio. 

New Mexico 
Wildfires/Flooding 
On July 29, 2022, the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR) deployed a six-person swift 
water rescue team to assist New 
Mexico after heavy rains resulted in 
flash flooding.  

ODNR did a remarkable job on their 
14-day mission by connecting with 
the local residents and distributing 
supplies, assisting with road closures, 
and assisting with rescues.  

Ohio was the only state to respond to 
New Mexico’s request. Ohio EMA 
commends the teams dedicated 
efforts. 

CLICK HERE to learn more about 
EMAC.  

 

RAD BRAG! 

The radiological branch wants to share this exciting 

news about one of their team members, John 

Woycitzky.  

John is the Resident Radiological Analyst in Ottawa 

County and recently received the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Civilian Service medal for exemplary service to the 

nation as part of the National Disaster Medical System 

(NDMS). Mr. Woycitzky serves as a member of an NDMS 

Disaster Medical Assistance Team.  

 

Teams deployed through EMAC 
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OHIO RADIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM 

WELCOME! 
Please join us in welcoming the newest Radiological 

Branch team member, Sheri Mader!  Sheri will be a 

Resident Radiological Analyst in Columbiana County.  

This allows the incumbent Pete Hill to return home 

and resume his duties as a Columbus Radiological 

Analyst. 

Sheri’s is a Radiological Technologist, registered in 

multiple modalities: Radiology, Mammography, CT 

As we discuss the Ohio Radiological Emergency 
Preparedness Program (Ohio REP), we will look at the 
Emergency Classification Levels (ECL) and Emergency 
Action Levels (EAL).  
 
Emergency Classification Level (ECL) 

 
a. UE Potential degradation of the level of safety of the 

plant or a security threat to facility protection.  No 
releases of radioactive material requiring offsite 
response or monitoring are expected unless further 
degradation of safety systems occurs. 

b. Alert Actual or potential substantial degradation of 
the level of safety of the plant, or, a Hostile Action 
within the owner-controlled area, or an airborne 
attack threat to the Plant.  Any releases are expected 
to be limited to a small fraction of the EPA Protective 
Action Guideline exposure levels. 

c. SAE Actual or likely major failures of plant functions 
needed for the protection of the public, or Hostile 
Action within the Protected Area of the plant.  Any 
releases are not expected to result in exposure levels 
which exceed the EPA Protective Action Guideline 
levels except near the site boundary. 

d. GE Actual or imminent substantial core degradation 
or melting with potential for loss of containment 
integrity or a Hostile Action that result in an actual 
loss of physical control of the facility.  Releases can 
reasonably be expected to exceed EPA Protective 
Action Guideline exposure levels offsite for more than 
the immediate site area. 
 

 
Emergency Action Level (EAL) 

 
a. Known to the subject matter experts in Dose Assessment as 

EAL’s  
i. The Dose Assessors have a very detailed large chart 

with all the EAL’s  
ii. This large chart gives more description and often 

assists with the plume modeling 
b. The EAL gives a very brief technical description of the event, 

usually a single sentence 
c. system where utility has 15 min upon discovery of issue to 

declare the event  
d. then the utility has 15 min after declaration to complete 

notification to the Off-site response organizations (state and 
counties) 

e. System approved by US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, part of 
their license, which is ultimately federal law 

 
The notification system and the Ohio REP Plan are designed to give 
the Offsite Response Organizations (ORO’s) that receives a 
notification of any type of an emergency declaration or (ECL) from 
the nuclear utility from the least severe to the most severe they 
can take all their immediate actions and know that they will not be 
interfering with response actions from the utility and vice versa. 
 
This system is approved by the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
or US NRC and is part of the nuclear utility’s license to operate the 
plant. 
 
This brings our series on the Ohio REP Program to a close. Contact 
the Radiological Branch with any questions, comments or 
feedback. 

scan, Cardio-Vascular Interventional Tech and a 

Certified Imaging Informatics Professional (CIIP) 

PACS Administrator.  In her last position she was 

employed as the Director of Supply Chain at East 

Liverpool City Hospital.   

Sheri lives in East Liverpool, with her husband.  

Her position as a Resident Radiological Analyst, 

Senior Health Physicist located at Columbiana 

County EMA will be to provide support to the 
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Upcoming Training Events 
• TRAINING LINKS: 

• Ohio EMA Training Calendar  
• Login to the DPS Training Campus  
• Create a new account on the DPS Training Campus 

 
NOTE:  

• Most courses are in-person but some course may be hosted virtually (this will be noted).   
• Seats available listed are as of the release of this update and will change quickly. 
• All classes will be posted on the DPS training campus at least 60 days prior to the start of the course. 
• Please read the Training Policy & Catalog for more information on Ohio EMA trainings. 
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Ohio Emergency Management Agency 

Contact us 

Email Ohio EMA  

Staff Directory 

Media Requests 

Find us On the Web  

Click Here to visit us on the web 

 

Location 

W. 2855 Dublin-Granville Rd.  

Columbus, Ohio 43235, U.S.A. 

 


